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Jual exhibits will highlight Dale Chihuly’s colorful and unconventional glassworks.
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Chihuly glass ‘makes you smile,” says a collector

CHIHULY roner

fallen under Chihuly’s spell —
and who will be among the
first in line to view the installa-
tionin both cities.

Another collector is Alan
Ginsburg, who
Winter Park. “Of course, 1l be

insburg has vis-
ited the Chiuly studios in Se-
attle and seen several exhibi-
tions of his work, he is espe-
clallyexcited abott the Florida
shows. “T assume I will never
have seen such  huge and var-
ied collection. I will be lik
1id Tet loose in & wondertul
candystore” hesays.
years ago, glass was
p ki craft, not true art,
says Goldman, a high-t uch en:
trepreneur and arts patron.
“Now, thanks largely to Chihu
Iy it accepted as a valid form
eart.”

A second Chiuly installa
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Can't get enough. Winter

but he's excited

in e and seen

tion in his home
soaring wall of flass, compris:
es more than 90 “Persians” —
scalloped, free-form discs in
shades of blue, green and
bronze, which reflect the sky,

the lighting. Some people say
glass has a fourth dimension
because its appearance is so
dependent on_ its environ-

“The more you look at t, the
more you see. It keeps chang-
ing, depending on the angles,

lemg with Chiul glass i
“very pleasurable,” says Ar-
nold Bierman, a retired Orlan-

do doctor.
He and his wife, Susan, col-
lect glass by contemporary Eu-
m ean and American artists,
including Chihuly, whom
they've met on several occa-
sions. Six of his works, includ-
ing a cobalt-blue wall sconce

and a multicolored Seaform
sculpture, light up the living
room of their downtown con-

dominium.

“We love the colors, the
shapes. They're endlessly fas-
cinating,” says Susan Bier-
man.

DALE CHIHULY'S ART TAKES MANY COLORFUL FORMS

They'll attend the Orlando
exhibition, but doubt they'll
purchase more Chihuly glass
any time soon.

“Where would we put it?
We'd be stacking it up like
dishes,” says Bierman,

uly glass “is a hapy
thing; it makes you smile,”
says Ginsburg, who has a
1,200-pound bue_ chandelier
in his living room and a collec-
tion of red-orange Persians
mounted on his dining-room

wall.

“Sometimes, 1 just sit and
look at them. They're like a ka-
leidoscope, ' changing _every
mmuie as the light changes,”

Gimhmg. owner of CED
ruction in Orlando, is the
co-developer of Millenia Gal-
lery, a showcase for museum-
quality modern art that opens
near the Mall at Millenia on
onday. About 50 percen of
the gallery will be dedicated to
glass artists, including Chiu-

e gallery's opening wi
tlmed to coincide wlth “Chlhw

the _exhibition,” says
Gmsburg “Chihuly has taken
level. He’s sane

DUAL EXHIBITS

Admission: At the Orlando
Museum of Artand the
Museum of Fine Arts, St
rsburg:$12 foradults, $10
forseniors and college
students; $5 for children 7-18.

Forreservations, call 407-896-
4231, Ext. 254,
Orlando hours: 10a.m-4 pan.
Tuesday-Friday; noon4 pm.
Saturday and Sunday.
Museu of Fine Arts hours:
10am:5 pm Tuesdey-Tur-
day,Satur am.
Fodiay: 118 pam.Sunday
ere: The Orlando Museum
AT at 416 N Mils vy
fando. The Museum of Fine
Attis at 255 Beach Drive NE,
St Petersburg,

— JEAN PATTESON

emed artists of our time.”
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twil | floatsof
Fine Arts in St Petersburg through May 30.
e ia ofindrical forms Mummuwvgmh iy
ese ae simple, o most ulys
which chunks of glss,or designs madie G el e
from long, thin threads of lass, have fuitbowsha contrasting
beenfused. s f colo v he
Persians:
e slumped! ancient These are collections of brighly
American indian baskets nspire the colored, unusually shaped objects rem-
of Chihuly's glass baskets. iniscent of ancient botes and vessels.
Seaforms: Venetians:
These echo the shapes and shades of Inspired by tallan artdeco glass these.
el e i fh anc ohersen ook ke vases decorated with stylzed

Teaf,vine and flower shapes.

PHOTOS

407-420-5158,

tkebana:
Reminiscent of minimalist
lower anangements,these

| feature vase shapes sprouting justone

ortwotall fantastical sters.

Floats:

Because of thei arge size (upt0 40
inches n diameter),these spherical
shapes are diffcult to create.
Chandeliers (left), towers:

These colossal structures of urlicue
glass are made up of hundreds of
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